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Sandy and Sharon 

 

Jabez was more honorable than his brothers. His mother had named him Jabez, saying, “I gave 
birth to him in pain.” 10 Jabez cried out to the God of Israel, “Oh, that you would bless me and 

enlarge my territory! Let your hand be with me, and keep me from harm so that I will be free from 
pain.” And God granted his request. 1 Ch 4:9-10 (NIV) 

     This prayer is composed of four parts. First, Jabez 

asks God to bless him. Second, he asks God to 

enlarge his territory or increase his responsibility. 

Third, he prays that God will be with him and stay 

close. Lastly, Jabez asks that God keep him from 

harm so that he will be free from pain. 

     Jabez’s prayer is one of the main teaching points 

we shared with the three couples that attended our 

Minister Partner Development (MPD) JumpStart 

Training (JST) here in Little Rock, June 30-July 4.  The 

focus of the passage, in the context of our training, is 

to remind the new staff that God has Called them to something much bigger than what they are 

capable of.  Because only God can provide everything they need to complete the task of raising up a 

team of ministry partners to fund their ministry so they can report to their assignments.  It’s about 

prayerfully and faithfully seeking and expecting God to bless their efforts based on their 

dependence on Him and not themselves. 

     Another significant part of the training is the presentation of a symbolic tent stake given after the 

training.  They are to personalize and drive it in the 

ground after returning home.  This is to remind them 

of the vows we ask them to repeat when we 

unofficially commissioned them as missionary staff 

with Cru/FamilyLife. (Their official commissioning will 

take place during the next phase of training in Orlando 

early next year.)  Please keep these three couples in 

your prayers as they begin to feel the pain of 

expanding their territories by meeting with people to build their team of ministry partners.  This is 

especially hard during the busy summer vacation months.  It is a difficult task but our God is able! 

     Before we leave for Cru 17, Sharon and I will make a special trip to Ohio to gather with friends and family on July 15 to 

celebrate the life and legacy of the special man I had the privilege to call my DAD.  The name on his birth certificate is Edward 

George Spangler, but the legacy attached to that name will live on forever in the lives he impacted and the love he extended to 

all.  If you’re in the neighborhood, stop by and share the celebration with us at Concord Christian Missionary Alliance Church, 

7152 Painesville Ravenna Rd., Concord OH.  It will begin at 11:30 AM. 
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Praises & Prayer Requests 

 Pray – for another busy 
travel summer and fall 
season of ministry to include 
two more trips to Florida, a 
trip to Colorado and at least 
two more trips back to Ohio 
to meet with new and 
potential Ministry Partners. 
 

 Praise and Pray –  the prayer 
of Jabez for the three 
couples that attended the 
July JST: Terry & Marcia 
DeZonia, Brady & Melissa 
Vandeberg and Greg & Janet 
Westbrook. 

  

 Praise – and “THANK YOU” 
to those of you that God has 
led to help with a special gift 
for our expenses to travel to 
Fort Collins, Colorado to 
Cru’s bi-annual Staff 
Conference.  We will be 
there July 16-23. 

 

 Pray – for those ministry 
partners that God may still 
be leading to help with our 
need of about $4,000 to 
cover travel, lodging and 
meals during this special 
encouraging gathering for 
more than 5,000 stateside 
Cru missionary staff.  We are 
almost half way there and 
would love to see that 
completed before we leave. 

Three JST couples with their coaches and trainers 
including two coaches from OR on screen. 
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